Computed tomography in xanthogranulomatous pyelonephritis.
Two cases of xanthogranulomatous pyelonephritis (XGP) examined preoperatively by computed tomography are reported. In one, preoperative diagnosis of an inflammatory abscess-forming disease was possible. Several features of computed tomography in XGP permit differentiation from renal carcinoma. Global renal enlargement, the presence of calculi, the spread of infiltration into the fatty capsule with thickening of Gerota's fascia, and the characteristic density differences between cortex and medulla as a result of reduced contrast medium concentrations in the pyramids are suspicious of this special form of interstitial nephritis.